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D.   Direction:  Front to back, downward and right to 
left.  
E.   Path:  The bullet perforates the small intestine 
and penetrates the sacrum. 

IV.      Penetrating gunshot wound of proximal right forearm.  
A.    Entrance wound:  Proximal right forearm.  
B.     Exit wound:  None.  
C.   Bullet:   A medium to large caliber bullet is recovered. 
 
D.    Direction:  Upward.   
E.   Path:  The bullet perforates the proximal radius and penetrates the muscle of the 
right upper arm. 

V.       Focal superficial abrasions. 
VI.      No other significant natural disease.        
VII.     No other trauma.  

OPINION: According to the Investigator's Report, the decedent was shot by an off duty police offi-
cer as he lunged at her. The decedent was found dead a short while later at a second location. 

Autopsy shows multiple gunshot wounds to the body causing rapid death.  Autopsy also shows 
focal external superficial abrasions. There is no significant natural disease and no other trauma on the 
body.  The cause of death is multiple gunshot wounds.      

 
From the scene investigation, autopsy examination and circumstances around the death as cur-
rently known, the manner of death is classified as homicide  

 

ROBERT E. WHITMORE, M.D. Deputy Medical 
Examiner 
Date signed: 
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SCENE INVESTIGATION 

TIME REQUESTED TO ATTEND SCENE:  2/16/03, 2400 hours.  

TIME ARRIVED AT SCENE:  2/17/03, 0020 hours. 

LOCATION OF SCENE:  9400 block Via Zapador, Santee. 

PERSONS PRESENT: . 

Medical Examiner:  Robert E. Whitmore, M.D. 

Deputy Medical Examiner 

Investigator:     Jennifer Thompson. 

Evidence Technician:  San Diego Sheriff's Office 

TYPE OF SCENE:  (Location)  Roadway.      

BRIEF HISTORY:  Shot by police at another location.     

TIME OF EXAMINATION:              0030 hours. 

Location of body::                 Face up on side of road.  

Clothing on body:           Undershirt, pants, shoes, socks. 

Rigor:             Full 

Lividity: Posterior, unfixed 
 
Body temperature - exposed Cold. 
                 - protected area Warm 

  
Injuries:  Multiple gunshot wounds. 

Impressions:  
l)Time of death:    4 - 6  hours. 

 2) Cause of death:  Multiple gunshot wounds. 

3)Manner of death:  Homicide. 
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WITNESSES:  I am assisted by Forensic Autopsy Assistant Russell 
Pryor, Sr. 

Also present for the autopsy are representative from the Sheriff's Department, see examination room sign in log. 

WITNESSING PATHOLOGIST: 

CHRISTOPHER  SWALWELL, M.D. 
Deputy Medical Examiner 

Date signed: 

IDENTIFICATION: The body is .received in a sealed white plastic pouch identified by a Medical Examiner' s 
name band which states the decedent's name "CHRISTOPHER ST. LOUIS" and case number W03-0361". The 
bag is sealed with red antitamper seal .through the zipper and cloth loop with serial number "362323". The seal 
is broken at 0918 hours. 

CLOTHING: There are white paper bags on the feet, hands and head. These are removed and submitted to police repre-
sentatives. 

Accompanying the body is a blood stained undershirt.  There are four uniform holes identified. 

The body is clad in the following  articles of clothing:    

1.       Gray pants which are at knee level.                    
2.        Black leather belt.  
3. White boxer shorts.    
4.  White socks   
5.          Left black athletic shoe.  

EVIDENCE OF MEDICAL THERAPY:    Evidence of medical therapy consists of the following:  
1.          There is a spacer in the mouth. 
2.        There are EKG pads on the bilateral shoulders and bilateral thighs. 
3.         There is a tourniquet loosely around the left upper arm. 

EXTERNAL EXAMINATION 

GENERAL: The body is that of a normally developed and well nourished Caucasian male appearing con-
sistent with the listed age of 18 years. The length is 71-1/2 inches, and the weight is 161 pounds as received. The 
body is well preserved, refrigerated and unembalmed. Rigor mortis is present and full. Postmortem 
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lividity is posterior and fixed.  No scars are appreciated.  There is a tattoo on the left anterior chest. 

HEAD: The scalp is covered with 1/2 inch long light brown hair. There are whiskers on the chin. ..The ears are nor-
mally, formed and located. The irides are blue, the corneas clear, and the conjunctivae are free of pete-
chiae. The sclerae are white and free of hemorrhage. The nose is intact. There are a half a dozen focal superficial 
red abrasions on the upper medial right lip averaging 1/8 inch, in dimension. The lips are normally formed and 
atraumatic. The frenula are atraumatic. The teeth are natural and in good repair. No foreign material is in the 
mouth. There are two superficial scratches on the right chin each 'measuring 3/16 inch in length.. 

NECK:  The neck is symmetrical and atraumatic. 

CHS5T;  See "External Evidence of Injury".  The chest is normally formed.  The breasts are symmetrical without 
palpable masses. 

ABDOMEN:  See "External Evidence of Injury".  The abdomen is flat 
and soft without palpable masses. ......... 

EXTERNAL GENITALIA: The external genitalia are those of a normal adult male with bilateral descended testes 
and no palpable masses. 

ARMS: The arms are normally formed. There is an apparent recent right antecubital needle puncture mark and no 
other recent needle puncture marks appreciated. No old track marks are appreciated. There' is a superficial 
abrasion on the upper right shoulder measuring 1-1/2 x 3/4 inches. No wrist scars are appreciated. The 
palms are unremarkable. The dorsum of the hands and knuckles are otherwise atraumatic except for a superficial 
abrasion on the proximal knuckle of the right middle finger 3/16 x 1/8 inch. The fingernails are short and clean. The 
nailbeds are cyanotic. See "External Evidence of Injury". 

LEGS: The legs are normally formed without evidence of edema or deformity. 

BACK: The back is straight and symmetrical. See ""External Evidence of Injury". The anus is atraumatic. 

EXTERNAL EVIDENCE OF INJURY.   

There are four gunshot wounds on the body.     : 

I. GUNSHOT WOUND  #1: 

 
A.   ENTRANCE WOUND:   There is a gunshot entrance wound located on the right anterior chest 

with a central 
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defect centered 15-1/2 inches down from the top of the head and 2 inches to the right of 
the anterior midline. The central defect is round measuring 3/8 inch in diameter 
surrounded by a 1/8 inch ' wide dark red circumferential marginal abrasion. There is 
no soot deposition on the skin. :"": There are four punctate uniform small red circular 
abrasions above tine wound at 1 o'clock centered 1-3/4 inches away from the defect 
averaging less than 1/16 inch in greatest dimension. 

B.  EXIT WOUND:  None.    

C.  BULLET:  A deformed jacketed medium to large caliber bullet is recovered and 
submitted to police representatives. 

D. DIRECTION:  The direction of the bullet is from front to back, right to left and slightly 
downward. 

E. PATH: The bullet perforates the right anterior chest, the medial right upper lobe, the 
upper right anterior pericardium, the proximal superior vena cava, aorta and 
pulmonary artery, multiple pulmonary veins, perforates the left lung hilum, perforates 
the left upper lobe exiting through the. inferior posterior left upper lobe, perforates the 
posterior left pleura between ribs 7 and 8 and. penetrates the muscle of the left back 
where it is recovered. 

  

II.  GUNSHOT WOUND #2:  

 A.    ENTRANCE WOUND:   There is a gunshot entrance wound located on the left 
anterior chest with a central defect centered 17-1/2 inches down from the top of the head 
and 3 inches to the left of the anterior midline. The central defect is round and measures 3/8 
inch in diameter surrounded by a 1/16  inch wide dark red circumferential marginal 
abrasion. There is no soot deposition or powder tattooing on the skin. 

 
B.    EXIT WOUND:  There is a gunshot exit wound located on the  lateral  left  mid back with  

a  central  defect centered 18, inches below the top of the head and 5 inches to the left of 
the posterior midline.  The exit defect consists of a horizontal gaping lacerated defect 
measuring 1/2 inch in horizontal dimension and gaping to 1/4 inch in vertical 
dimension. The wound is lacerated and  shows  fine  marginal  irregularities. There is no 
circumferential marginal abrasion, soot deposition or powder tattooing.  

1024 



 










